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838 ORDINARY OF THE MASS

I. MASS OF THE CATECHUMENS

A. PREPARATORY PRAYERS
AT THE FOOT OF THE ALTAR

1. THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
The Celebrant, after bowing doten at the foor of the altar, signs himself with
the sign of the cross, sqving i a clear voice:
IN nomine Patris, et Filii, & et Spi-
ritus Sancti. Amen.

Then, wich his hands poired before his breast, ke begins the Anriphon:

AT, Introibo ad altare Dei.

The Servers regpond:
. Ad Deum qui letificat juventitem

i th
In certain places the meam.

faithful present at Mass
respond with the Serv-
£r5.

2. THE PSALM 42—JUDICA
ME
The Celebrant alternates with the Servers in reciting the following Psalw:
DICA me, Deus, et discérne causam
meam de gente non sancta: ab ho-
mine iniquo et doldso érue me.

Ps, 42:1-5

Omitted in Masses for
the Dead, and in Mass- #
es from Passion Sunday R, Quia tu es Deus, fortitido mea:

to Maundy Thursday guare me repulisti, et quare tristis
inclusive. s . a5 x s 5
incédo, dum affligit me inimicus:

Y. Emitte lucem tuam et veritatem
tuam; ipsa me deduxérunt et adduxe-
runt in montem sanctum tuum, et in
tabernacula tua.



PREPARATORY PRAYERS
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I. MASS OF THE CATECHUMENS

A. PREFARATORY PRAYERS
AT THE FOOT OF THE ALTAR

1. THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

N the name of the Father, and of
the Son, " and of the Holy Ghost.
Amen,

ANT. I will go in unto the altar of
God.

E. To God Who giveth joy to my
youth.

2. THE PSALM 42—JUDICA
ME

UDGE me, O God, and distinguish
my cause from the nation that is
not holy; deliver me from the unjust
and deceitful man.
R. ForThou, O God, art my strength:
why hast Thou cast me off, and why
do I go sorrowful whilst the enemy
afflicteth me?
V. Send forth Thy light and Thy truth;
they have conducted me and brought
me unto Thy holy hill, and into Thy
tabernacles.

The Mass begins with the
sign of the cross, the sign of
our Redemption.

At Mass we are in the com-
pany of our Lord, with
Whom we associate our-
selves in order to live like
Him by living of Him, in
order to die as He died and
rise again with Him.

Truly anending Mass means
actively secking o identify
ourselves with Christ in the
Sacred Host, paving atten-
tion to the words of the li-
rurgical texts, which are a
mirror of the soul of our
Lord, as He offers the sac-
rifice 1o His Father. It means
adopring His state of mind
as far as we are able, in
order 1o leave Mass with a
will that is more apt o im-
itate Christ in reality.

The celebrant longs to as-
cend to the alar of God,
there to perform his holy
office and to draw near to
the Lord God, even to union
with Him in the Eucharist.
He confides himself o the
mercy of God, source of
light, salvation, and peace,
Who imparts 1o us unalrer-
able youth of soul and bliss-
ful immaortality.



