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CREATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

GENESIS 1

THE BOOK OF
GENESIS

This book is so called from its treating of the Generation, that is, of the
creation and the beginning of the world. The Hebrews call it Beresith, from
the word with which it begins. It contains not only the history of the creation
of the world; but also an account of its progress until the death of Joseph.

CHAPTER 1
God createth Heaven and Earth, and
all things therein, in six days.

n the beginning God created
theaven, and earth.

2 And the earth was void and
empty, and darkness was upon the
face of the deep; and the spirit of
God moved over the waters.

3 And God said: ?Be light made.
And light was made.

4 And God saw the light that it
was good; and he divided the light
from the darkness.

5 And he called the light Day, and
the darkness Night; and there was
evening and morning one day.

6 And God said: Let there be a fir-
mament made amidst the waters:
and let it divide the waters from the
waters.

7 And 3God made a firmament,
and divided the waters that were
under the firmament, from those
that were above the firmament, and
it was so.

8 And God called the firmament,
Heaven; and the evening and morn-
ing were the second day.

9 God also said; Let the waters
that are under the heaven, be gath-
ered together into one place: and let
the dry land appear. And it was so
done.

10 And God called the dry land,
iEarth; and the gathering together
of the waters, he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good.

11 And he said: Let the earth
bring forth the green herb, and
such as may seed, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after its kind, which
may have seed in itself upon the
earth. And it was so done.

12 And the earth brought forth
the green herb, and such as yieldeth
seed according to its kind, and the

tree that beareth fruit, having seed
each one according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the
morning were the third day.

14 And God said: Let there be
lights made in the firmament of
heaven, to divide the day and the
night, sand let them be for signs, and
for seasons, and for days and years:

15 To shine in the firmament of
heaven, and to give light upon the
earth, and it was so done.

16 And God made two great
lights: a greater light to rule the day;
and a lesser light to rule the night:
and the stars.

17 And he set them in the firma-
ment of heaven to shine upon the
earth.

18 And to rule the day and the
night, and to divide the light and the
darkness. And God saw that it was
good.

19 And the evening and morning
were the fourth day.

20 God also said: Let the waters
bring forth the creeping creature
having life, and the fowl that may

L Acts 14:14, 17:24; Ps. 32:6, 135:5 Ecclus. 18:1
% Heb. 11:3 *Ps. 135:5, 148:4; Jer. 10:12, 51:15
*Job. 38:4; Ps. 32:7, 88:12, 135:6 * Ps. 135:7

CHAP. 1. Ver. 6. A firmament. By this name is
here understood the whole space between the
earth and the highest stars. The lower part of
which divideth the waters that are upon the
earth, from those that are above in the clouds.

Ver. 16. Two great lights. God created on the
first day, light, which being moved from east
to west, by its rising and setting, made morn-
ing and evening. But on the fourth day he
ordered and distributed this light, and made
the sun, moon, and stars. The moon, though
much less than the stars, is here called a great
light, from its giving a far greater light to earth
than any of them.



fly over the earth under the firma-
ment of heaven.

21 And God created the great
whales, and every living and mov-
ing creature, which the waters
brought forth, according to their
kinds, and every winged fowl
according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good.

22 And he blessed them, saying:
Increase and multiply, and fill the
waters of the sea: and let the birds
be multiplied upon the earth.

23 And the evening and morning
were the fifth day.

24 And God said: Let the earth
bring forth the living creature in
its kind, cattle and creeping things,
and beasts of the earth, according to
their kinds. And it was so done.

25 And God made the beasts of
the earth according to their kinds,
and cattle, and everything that
creepeth on the earth after its kind.
And God saw that it was good.

26 And he said: ‘Let us make man
to our image and likeness: and let
him have dominion over the fishes
of the sea, and the fowls of the air,
and the beasts, and the whole earth,
and every creeping creature that
moveth upon the earth.

27 And God created man to his
own image: "to the image of God he
created him: male and female he
created them.®

28 And God blessed them, saying:
‘Increase and multiply, and fill the
earth, and subdue it, and rule over
thefishes of the sea, and the fowls of
the air, and all living creatures that
move upon the earth.

29 And God said: Behold I have
given you every herb bearing seed
upon the earth, and all trees that
have in themselves seed of their
own kind, to be your meat:»

30 And to all beasts of the earth,
and to every fowl of the air, and to
all that move upon the earth, and
wherein there is life, that they may
have to feed upon. And it was so
done.

31 “"And God saw all the things
that he had made, and they were
very good. And the evening and
morning were the sixth day.
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CHAPTER 2
God resteth on the seventh day and
blesseth it. The earthly paradise,
in which God placeth man. He
commandeth him not to eat of the
tree of knowledge. And formeth a
woman of his rib.

o the heavens and the earth
were finished, and all the furni-
ture of them.

2 And on the seventh day God
ended his work which he had
made: ‘and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had
done.

3 And he blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it: because in it he
had rested from all his work which
God created and made.

4 These are the generations of the
heaven and the earth, when they
were created, in the day that the
Lord God made the heaven and the
earth:

5 And every plant of the field be-
fore it sprung up in the earth, and
every herb of the ground before
it grew: for the Lord God had not
rained upon the earth; and there
was not a man to till the earth.

6 But a spring rose out of the
earth, watering all the surface of
the earth.

7 And the Lord God formed
man of the slime of the earth: and

% Gen. 5:1, 9:6; 1Cor. 11:7; Col. 3:10 ™ Wisd. 2:23;
Ecclus. 17:1 ®Mt. 19:4 *Gen. 8:17, 9:1 > Gen. 9:3
- Ecclus. 39:21; MKk. 7:37 CHAP. 2 " Exod. 20:11,
31:17; Deut. 5:14; Heb. 4:4

Ver. 26. Let us make man to our image. This
image of God in man, is not in the body, but
in the soul; which is a spiritual substance, en-
dued with understanding and free will. God
speaketh here in the plural number, to insinu-
ate the plurality of persons in the Deity.

Ver. 28. Increase and multiply. This is not a
precept, as some Protestant controvertists
would have it, but a blessing, rendering them
fruitful: for God had said the same words to
the fishes and birds, (ver. 22), who were inca-
pable of receiving a precept.

CHAP. 2. Ver. 2. He rested. That is, he ceased
to make or create any new kinds of things.
Though, as our Lord tells us (Jn. 5:17) He still
worketh, viz. by conserving and governing all
things, and creating souls.



THE CREATION OF MAN

breathed into his face the breath of
life, and man became a living soul.

8 And the Lord God had plant-
ed a paradise of pleasure from the
beginning: wherein he placed man
whom he had formed.

9 And the Lord God brought forth
of the ground all manner of trees,
fair to behold, and pleasant to eat
of: the tree of life also in the midst of
paradise: and the tree of knowledge
of good and evil.

10 And a river went out of the
place of pleasure to water paradise,
which from thence is divided into
four heads.

11 5The name of the one is Phi-
son: that is it which compasseth
all the land of Hevilath, where gold
groweth.

12 And the gold of that land is
very good: there is found bdellium,
and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second
river is Gehon: the same is it that
compasseth all the land of Ethiopia.

14 And the name of the third riv-
er is Tigris: the same passeth along
by the Assyrians. And the fourth
river is Euphrates.

15 And the Lord God took man,
and put him into the paradise of
pleasure, to dress it, and to keep it.

16 And he commanded him, say-
ing: Of every tree of paradise thou
shalt eat:

17 But of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat. For
in what day soever thou shalt eat of
it, thou shalt die the death.

18 And the Lord God said: It is
not good for man to be alone: let us
make him a help like unto himself.

19 And the Lord God having
formed out of the ground all the
beasts of the earth, and all the fowls
of the air, brought them to Adam to
see what he would call them?*: for
whatsoever Adam called any living
creature the same is its name.

20 And Adam called all the beasts
by their names, and all the fowls of
the air, and all the cattle of the field:
but for Adam there was not found a
helper like himself.

21 Then the Lord God cast a deep
sleep upon Adam: and when he was

GENESIS 3

fast asleep, he took one of his ribs,
and filled up flesh for it.

22 And the Lord God built the rib
which he took from Adam into a
woman: and brought her to Adam.

23 And Adam said: This now is
bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called woman,
because she was taken out of man.

24 ‘Wherefore a man shall leave
father and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife: ’and they shall be two in
one flesh.

25 And they were both naked: to
wit, Adam and his wife: and were
not ashamed.

CHAPTER 3
The serpent’s craft. The fall of our
first parents. Their punishment. The
promise of a Redeemer.

ow the serpent was more sub-

tle than any of the beasts of
the earth which the Lord God had
made. And he said to the woman:
Why hath God commanded you,
that you should not eat of every tree
of paradise?

2 And the woman answered him,
saying: Of the fruit of the trees that
are in paradise we do eat:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of paradise, God hath
commanded us that we should not
eat; and that we should not touch it,
lest perhaps we die.

4 And the serpent said to the
woman: 'No, you shall not die the
death.

5 For God doth know that in
what day soever you shall eat
there-of, your eyes shall be opened:
and you shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil.

21 Cor. 15:45 * Ecclus. 24:35 *PS. 146:4 5 1Cor.
11:9; Eph. 5:31 ® Mt. 19:5; MK. 10:7 " 1Cor. 6:16
CHAP.3 “2Cor. 11:3

Ver. 9. The tree of life. So called, because it
had that quality, that by eating of the fruit of
it, man would have been preserved in a con-
stant state of health, vigor, and strength, and
would not have died at all. The tree of knowl-
edge. To which the deceitful serpent falsely
attributed the power of imparting a superior
kind of knowledge beyond that which God
was pleased to give.
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6 And the woman saw that the
tree was good to eat, and fair to the
eyes, and delightful to behold: zand
she took of the fruit thereof, and did
eat, and gave to her husband, who
did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were
opened: and when they perceived
themselves to be naked, they sewed
together fig leaves, and made them-
selves aprons.

8 And when they heard the voice
of the Lord God walking in paradise
at the afternoon air, Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the face
of the Lord God, amidst the trees of
paradise.

9 And the Lord God called Adam,
and said to him: Where art thou?

10 And he said: I heard thy voice
in paradise; and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked, and I hid myself.

11 And he said to him: And who
hath told thee that thou wast naked,
but that thou hast eaten of the tree
whereof I commanded thee that
thou shouldst not eat?

12 And Adam said: The wom-
an, whom thou gavest me to be my
companion, gave me of the tree, and
I did eat.

13 And the Lord God said to the
woman: Why hast thou done this?
And she answered: The serpent de-
ceived me, and I did eat.

14 And the Lord God said to the
serpent: Because thou hast done
this thing, thou art cursed among
all cattle, and beasts of the earth:
upon thy breast shalt thou go,” and
earth shalt thou eat all the days of
thy life.

15 I will put enmities between
thee and the woman, and thy seed
and her seed: she shall crush thy
head, and thou shalt lie in wait for
her heel.:

16 To the woman also he said: I
will multiply thy sorrows, and thy
conceptions: in sorrow shalt thou
bring forth children, and thou shalt
be under thy husband’s power, and
he shall have dominion over thee.

17 And to Adam he said: Because
thou hast hearkened to the voice of
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree,
whereof I commanded thee, that
thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the
earth in thy work: with labor and
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toil shalt thou eat thereof all the
days of thy life.

18 Thorns and thistles shall it
bring forth to thee, and thou shalt
eat the herbs of the earth.

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt
thou eat bread till thou return to the
earth out of which thou wast taken:
for dust thou art, and into dust thou
shalt return.s

20 And Adam called the name of
his wife Eve: because she was the
mother of all the living.

21 And the Lord God made for
Adam and his wife garments of
skins, and clothed them.

22 And he said: Behold Adam is
become as one of us, knowing good
and evil: now therefore lest perhaps
he put forth his hand and take also
of the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever.

23 And the Lord God sent him out
of the paradise of pleasure, to till the
earth from which he was taken.

24 And he cast out Adam: and
placed before the paradise of plea-
sure Cherubims, and a flaming
sword, turning every way, to keep
the way of the tree of life.

2 Ecclus. 25:33; 1Tim. 2:14 3 Isa. 49:23; Mich.
7:17;1sa. 14:23; Ps. 72:9 * Apoc. 12:1; Gen. 49:17;
1Cor. 14:34 > Gen. 18:27; Ps. 102:14, 22:6; Ecclus.
7:12

CHAP. 3. Ver. 7. Were opened. Not that they
were blind before (for the woman saw that
the tree was fair to the eyes, ver. 6) nor yet that
their eyes were opened to any more perfect
knowledge of good; but only to the unhappy
experience of having lost the good of original
grace and innocence, and incurred the dread-
ful evil of sin. From whence followed a shame
of their being naked; which they minded not
before; because being now stript of original
grace, they quickly began to be subject to the
shameful rebellions of the flesh.

Ver. 15. She shall crush. Ipsa, the woman: so
divers of the Fathers read this place, conform-
ably to the Latin: others read it ipsum, that is
the seed. The sense is the same: for it is by her
seed, Jesus Christ, that the woman crushes
the serpent’s head.

Ver. 22. Behold Adam. This was spoken by
way of reproaching him with his pride, in af-
fecting a knowledge that might make him like
to God.



